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About the music...

For many years John Burge was the accompanist, arranger and composer for the Canta Arya
School for Strings in Kingston, Ontario. Directed by Karen Kimmett, this school has produced
some wonderful young violinists and is keenly supported by parents and volunteers. After a
group of violinists of approximately the same age had performed the Vivaldi Four Violin
Concerto a number of times, John Burge was inspired to compose his own Four Violin Concerto
for these same musicians. The resulting three movements were premiered separately with
piano accompaniment between 2008 and 2009 and the work was recorded on the Canta Arya
School's first CD in June of 2009. It was always the composer’s intention to orchestrate this
work and John Burge is very grateful to the Calgary Youth Orchestra and their Music Director,
Edmond Agopian, for agreeing to premiere the full orchestra version of this composition with
their four best violinists in February, 2013.

While the work may have been composed for young musicians, it is fair to state that the music
has made very few compromises and is technically difficult, artistically challenging and
substantial in that it takes 25 minutes to perform all three movements. Underlying the first
movement is a repeated chord pattern heard initially in the solo violins that provides a kind of
minimalistic fabric that is frequently used to accompany longer melodic gestures. Both the
opening thematic material and a more lyrical idea introduced later are developed and reprised
in a traditional first-movement design that even includes a cadenza for all four soloists. The
second movement has a very free structure that shifts between slow chordal passages and
longer melodic lines some of which are played in unison by all four violins. The last movement
is a light-hearted rondo that includes a fugal episode that is both rhythmically and dissonantly
intense.

About the composer...

Dr. John Burge (b. 1961) holds degrees in Composition and Theory from the University of
Toronto (B.Mus. and M.Mus.) and the University of British Columbia (D.M.A.). Since 1987 he
has been teaching at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario where he is a Full Professor. He
has written a significant body of vocal, chamber, and orchestral compositions but he is
particularly well known for his choral music. Many of his choral works have been published
by Boosey and Hawkes Music Publishers. His work for SSA choir and orchestra entitled,
Angels' Voices, received the 2006 Outstanding New Choral Composition Award from the
Association of Canadian Choral Conductors and was performed in New York City's Carnegie
Hall in 2005.

Over the past two decades, a number of Canadian string orchestras have commissioned John
Burge to compose new works for their ensemble such that he has written a large number of
works for strings. Some of these compositions, such as Upper Canada Fiddle Suite, are
amongst his most popular works being repeatedly performed, recorded and broadcast. The
recording of his string orchestra piece, Flanders Fields Reflections, by Sinfonia Toronto on
the Marquis Classics label, received the 2009 Juno Award for the Best Canadian Classical
Composition. A passionate advocate for Canadian music, he was a member of the Executive of
the Canadian League of Composers from 1993-2007, serving as President from 1998-2006. He
has served as an appointed board member of the SOCAN Foundation since 2009.



The four violins and piano version of this work was premiered by
Eric Burge, Annie Foreman-Mackey, Calvin Rubens and
Mikela Witjes with pianist, John Burge,

Between 2008-2009 in Kingston, Ontario.

The four violins and orchestra version of this work
Was premiered by Eva Aronian, Sarah Bleile, Alicia Venables and
Natalie Wiebe with the Calgary Youth Orchestra,
Conducted by Edmond Agopian, on February 3, 2013 at
Mount Royal College, Calgary, Alberta.

Four Violin Concerto John Burge (b. 1961)
I. Allegro moderato 1
I. Largo 38
IlI. Allegrovivace 59

Performance Advice: The piano and violin version of this work is highly successful
and satisfying primarily because it is so easy to control the balance between the
strings and the piano. Equally, there is no aural confusion between the music
played by the piano and the string passages. In the full orchestra version, the
soloists will likely have to be encouraged to play with a more prominent dynamic
placement and to increase the softer dynamic markings at times. For example, the
diminuendo for the solo violins in bars 73-74 of the first movement works well
with a piano but with full orchestra, delaying the diminuendo until bar 75 is more

effective. Please make similar adjustments at the conductor’s discretion.



INSTRUMENTATION

Three Flutes (Fl. 3 doubling on Piccolo)
Two Oboes

Three Clarinets in B Flat

Two Bassoons

Four French Horns in F
Two Trumpets in C (or B Flat Trumpets)
Tuba (Optional)

Percussion (2 players)
Glockenspiel
Triangle
Tambourine
Small Suspended Cymbal
Large Suspended Cymbal
Cymbals
Tam tam
Claves
Snare Drum
Large Tom-tom
Bass Drum

Timpani

Strings

Score is notated using transpositions for Clarinets and French Horns.



for The Canta Arya Strings, Kingston, Ontario, and their Music Director, Karen Kimmett

Concerto for Four Violins
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rit. poco a poco a tempo (a tempo)

=
1.2 |25 = = = =
o
Fls.
!
3 (Picc.) ||Hey = L - -
o
!
2 0bs. (He = = = =
o
0 s
i — - - -
B.ClL 1 || -f=F
o
Clars.
A s
i — - - -
3 'ﬂ\u bl
o
2 Bsns. ﬁ: = = L L
=
1,3 "\m\, - - - -
o
Fr. Hns.
2,4 |[EE = = = =
y/
2 Tpts. |HLey = - - -
o
Tuba (Opt.) [EE = = - -
=
1 |5 = = = =
o
Perc.
2 |H = = = =
Timp. = i = i = i = i i |
/\
I"/—\I’ = = N Vv
I} £ # = = ; /_I\ [ —~ V/\ H/\ > /\. [ —~
1 [ e e p—F—F [ F o F o p
In ; : _J é : T T —T
P —_— mp — | P
2 ) 1 biv‘ d b }) 1 1 1 dl ‘l’
Solo Vns. p — —mp —— | P
L= B _ T
3 — - e e s e e e s s
AN _— e e
p —_ mp — | p —_ mp ——
vV Vv ™
4 : : e e e iy ey e S — —
4 4 e e v e 4 o s T
P =mp — p
rit. poco a poco a tempo (a tempo)
=
I ""“v - - - - -
o
Vns.
!
II """u = = = = =
o
consord.  quasisoli '\l
via. |48 ! R ==
v,
mp
pizz. con sord.
ve. [EE = = z ——— . 2
p
pizz. con sord.
pB. |FE - = z z , 4 + 4 =  —

N ool

23 24 25 26 27



59

aNG ey N Wh 4 - [ 1N ol 1 1 -
[ i g -wa W
YRR NRN N 1A o o o p o A& ASLL A TT™A > =|T1T® > el = -4l
ol I | |
ol -
1] [KVYRN X YAN 1 _ﬁll. TTe 1 [ YA AL AL 9] |A TT®|A 4 It ~t
RN L L iaNy [ 1a\Y L IaNG @ I [ 18NN [ ol 1 1 H
e
. 1| | . . 1 R R
QL H T i s N s oa o S p.mJ s AaL Ael A N4 T A ool LN ol -y
3 Mil | ]
oy s TR R
1 s Ml s MisIl B # i i
. | | g EEE . || .4 |l N |~ . |11 [JL YREN | | - [ YR | | L L [}, NER (L YN I K 1RER |
Ao WA W AN Aea w AN A4l ~ IR | B ONelL R £ | e f> f.f AL A C b|A C A >IN S = s >y W >
b |
L ol i
L1l |
—— —— '-I I
e K YN Muh .ml il
.llh - |w3
AN AL Nl AR 4 i ¥ ¥ ¥ 1 (18 AQUL AL CTN C|TITY C| C
el
~e m&
I
MM N 0o TTee-. M| do s TR e O AQL AL e e TR TR N
[T L1 oL
o | |
Kt
e T ! |
Tl pW AL M” ol Allel MH ¥ Ay i i i umH—s -wa AL AR | anL NN
. il i
I I~y i
= W
1] JHR
Q| M o[} TTem T do IR T ]e O AL AQLL ] T ! MY [N
\ \ EES AT I N L \ /
[ YA |
o
X
17 17 B Flﬁ #
Iy 3 » i i
-, -~ T
AL ﬁw A Hllm T T >pW i~ ~ 1 1 1 ,le T AR Al [
i~
g
o T 80 S e TR o Ll TR e OnN AN ARHH G D G ¢
T o] [
< b | <
: Il 11| il 1 /3 3
1 .‘.1 Mﬂ% M 1
— h |w 3” ) m I
L i S A-H ! & —H u S e o | HER ]
M A ||pW >nW S A >4unm AL d>pW m d vt ! ! ! > > RS M S D 5
= ) 3 B 2
= = >3
- Y S s = m 5 >
e 3 3 S N M =)
= S S > S g = =
oy ) f 2 2 m o N on ) / S W A Jm
2 E Tree- S |8 A0 (AR SITR| & |1 &5 0F| & S = SR RE|T N IR
< a Saby Sk Sk Saby Saby Saby Saby ot B KA 7 R Saby Saby T < M N BN SN R
kel ©
| = = - - ma= m== m== m ma= 3 = m== ane ma= ma=
. a an . Lw Y AN Lu Y Lw Y a N N N e == LY oy
N NG NG NG C) ey NG NG DL ey ey NG NG NG N adlian ey ey
410 & & v\v vU #\ N & nv\b an ﬁ\ zm m\ # N & & N & an Emﬂ ﬁl ﬁl
~ o~ @ N i o = I3 < —_ — ~ = — 2 e < — = s o @
= & 2 g = A g - T oA 2 2 & g £ £ © = g
5 3 ) s 2 g = R 7 2, = = o
= = 2 I o 4 g S © > O
[T o o 3 @ 2 < 2 g = = ©
& N g @ £ g, = 2 = -~ >~ s
< = o o 5 =] =
s 5 N as g 5 o 2 s
G = 2 = n A
3} =
5, I
2
=



y 2

Lerestee

.. =
o o

=
=

y 2

£éa

> =

oo o
pple

mp —\fp——

1.

mp <fp<fp<

a2
solo

oy

(9]
O

O

1%}

SJz
O

Jp

ki
T

“
—E

[ a0 )
7.
1S
V2
1S
V4

11

10

-1 VA A CAY

TrTe-
-4 o Ay
(15 il _ﬁ--d
\ ! ! \ oM o TTe
[ a-.l.-.
AN . e
Buady
. TTe.- o
lm (1 m e _ﬁld
oM oM TTe
L% CYTe®
| 1 1 | =1 Va---.JJ T
TrTe-
L% CTN®d: oM
= oM =|[fTwe- _ﬁld S
SR SR HBL) m
C-¢ CyTe® >
—{4h[\ va---._.: L
;nH._-.
1 1 1 -4 CTNpd: S >
=Tyn =| M Tae- _ﬁld C
i~ N4 I~ N o o T
o o CR o1 B V“lluc. = )
rull | R Al | R aslslas s [<] el actes & ||t & i
2
B A8
At - _
m | |
% " ] A e
—4| - Alhink I A i
A B
9 Hw3 T- A 1 1 e
_mu 3_H Gy
H A |H \/c N4 ¥ SR
! ﬁ,_w>o_ ﬁ *H yﬁ T w,ﬁ CT®fA [T I

1,2

Fls.

3 (Picc.)
2 Obs.
1,2
Clars.

2 Bsns.

[ YIRE L1NEN ]
\ ﬂ oL K ol M3 3; 1] J
B ASL Al A T™|A >TIe®: =[T[M > el = -
] u
70 s R g MR
| AL A A (A i~ ¢
| W o | |
il \ | -k - J
3 AL ASL ™ [A A Clel  Cf|[Te CTM{ Lo
ol | | L
K ’-I el d — o~ IM?J I J
A A Aol H 19/ |A i~ N
m== = =, B =, Ra= L s R==
E' S i E'S E' E'S E'S g E =y S
N pa pa NI AN NI NI NG e pa
# ﬁl ) & ¢ \\v \ & NY® _m_WI #
T g 5 ; & - oy @ + - 4 = E o
! = A~ = > >
s “ 2
]

60



61

17

arco
arco

—

16

d;'m.

dim.

dim.
dim.

Py

15

I<.f

»

pizz.

14

T

2

1}

# T

7

[}

£

.

b
13

y-

- D@

Yy

T

1T

12

cresc.
cresc. .
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.

T

— —

9=

ki

7.
O -

t (ol > o
T nE
. =[pre-&
[ 1 1 [ Kk o
1 1 1 ] ] ] 1 ] N ] ]
~g i~ ~d ~g . I”_
n“mu '
(=] =~ ™S = [ & ™ TN Wt [=] -
| |l ol g @. \ |
. i - o | .
" m_fw <[l e HEN (NN
R fo I LR Y e 0[] 1e— | P JRENESY o
"l 1 134 n- 1 i ] ] | 1l 1 I I I
-l H_yn vt _ L B > d A | > 108 >
Y L B | . 1
el uﬂfmJ . __ me _"H=>£mJ RILIES
Wb R b T T R ~TNr _ o ||| ~[2] _
el = |E L
Qe | .H- (18R
Qe N d -q _ d . rd rd 1 (Yal >
RUIAT Y -4 . LY
nansllf| s AW S oAl sl s
o T .>p.mJ fl p.mJ “R L) .>£mJ Imﬂnn pmJ Al pmJ |!...>£mJ o o A
] ] ] 1 1 ] ] ]
X i e -] AL e
I H 1L Bt - ing
i | e || el AL 1L ﬂ
1 1 L 1 T . -l TT® I Sl q
—Hl nnuvv p ||1. .mlr p -l LY ‘ux_c@wv ﬂ <
~d |w o it |ﬁ. o muu_ T g ]
. LY
o i IR o~ LA | R _Hd. & o
A<y e W o e L =N N~ | P Y o o A3 s s | s | | ! ! ! LA 84|
[YRERR ol . .
~t o | (ol e . Y
A YRTYAE At YRT VA B A . B
o~ o 1 1 o (el 1 1 S S| -~ .
(Y (Y . TIT]
(Y .ru_g M
A .
B T RN “
L] [N .
~ 4 ] ] ~ F-H_ ] ] ] ] ~ H_ ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ht
sl S (I | IS P
o~ & -~ ..i”_. o~ H_
(Y ol . .
o .Lm. M_
lawm YL YRE ﬂ‘mJ A—y(el. pmJ fmJ> |J p.mJ Y'Y
ol | , MY
RUD %”- L . )
o i N _ (18
o | | | 1 1 1 Pad 1 | 1 | | o
i o
I ] | ] &, -4l
SR HIAN I RN AN _ ] y
L
Hmun Hmnn Hmun Hmun i nmun H.m nmun ﬂﬂnn Hmun -~ H -~ H -~ H B -
MW N N N e o MNP N W o = = aN M N N N N
\! ra AY ra AY rs AY ra AY
~ . &% I o 4 n . 4 - — I S — IS n <
-~ A Q Re) -~ <] =} - @ - =3 e Q 72}
— m 9 — =1 b7} — = I o = m ln
& 2 3 & T = & & = >
o L .m
1254

Vc.
D.B.

Vlns.



62

1. soli

#

mf

o +H . o N .-I 1] HI It-
) il 4 [ IR [
[ 1 || f ).
L § 1] L
-|£mJ X 1 1 1 I-0 m, an W. ] 1 1 ] . ”_ﬂ _ * ' R Huv .”/
. < ||....< . ||< ). oy |
' ik
& M. T & M| R 1 (18 ] N T 1
e LNy AL ol =>4 > ).
> Wi i
o 1 W S LB e pH
N fmJ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ Hell W 4L M.. 1 ¥ o ¥ 1 (Y] & _ .|| 18 1 - m”l o
I < -J..< 4 .-_.--< I > TTe- b |
5 3 (RS 8
1] & SN & e ) ] ol & TS TN 9
e nl 4] ol > .- - i
Nl A.. - Ex o
oM el S T -
s : g n ]
| 1 X w._.fmJ & ﬁ.mJ X ' ' X il X ' o NS | X M
= |9 ..l v.
lllv. Ll < A A..llw\/ i N e
1 HEE RN Y- He- v
mE o W QL Y lh. ¥ B u% CR
- AN ol >4 -
> u"-- AF- TN & TTTe . b |
1 . ol 1l . J ).
| X ' Ihi fmJ 1 p.mJ ! | | X il 1 | bt V.WL ! " --Hu.v .“;
= --.1.< L 1A < i~y [ 18 g ) - oM 7-
8 lm = A A.:l& TN
e M. SR W T & = i w4 - my TTe- b |
T -4l A =M [ SaNA
Agu- [ TEERIET CR o
1 4L T
] ﬁ
' r X r r e ' ' r ] r ' e i TR > I\ g
i
b T TN A
i Al - e [ 1mX
™ o - i Jp=
TN -4 _r|||~ (YR T . o o
<4l A TR
hw Ky - —l H olll
1IN A
1 ] ] ] ] 1 1 ] I ] 1 ) ”_w AF-M --.-m .u
. ;) S x N [ mN
[ .— 1L YaN m m . M s
1| eL M- 3 8 T
ip - o B 2 Ly
o & .Um_ _--ﬂ S W m ¢ W_ - —l . o/l
jr4 i \ | I I s A=
‘A \ =M- [ 12 NG
e iyl - uwm o
e . 1 .
| ] 1 | | ] ] ] | 1 W. | ) .4 M
i N I~y
= o .‘. 17. n
- A 18 b - ot o
== | | ™ | m== ma= ma= ma= ma= [ ==
. N B 1wy an Lu Lw Y N N B an L oy
\Ero & o NG o AN NP NP N NP = N INY° °g o NS e ) ¢ N
[ B - 4 N 4 7 el 4 < @ < — ;00N o N s = < ) m
= %2 8 = = g Z = & i a 2 2 £ k= £ = > :
= 2 2 S 4 £ ° =2 £ = = > g =
o [S9) <
%)

24

23

22

21

20

19

18



63

cresc.

.

cresc.
cresc.

mp —— P
mp —— p
(non-solo)

(i no.cresc .
v
(no cresc.)

mf

P P P - |

=

vV

g
i
m
-
TP =&
i}

f

solo

~

=

p<mf

mff

simile
simile

.. ep

el I N

— | [ dim.

# T

\
V

)
10)

D
D

/)

b
T

b
P
T

b
P
T

b
P

" A

| 4 o W)
" A

7

| 4 o W) J
v

| 4 o W) J
v

b4

[ 4. W) )
V4

b4

ﬁ
B35
ﬁ

b

P
|
 —|

=
mff

/)

| o W)
Ne
)’ A

| o W)

I <o W)

1,2

Fls.

3 (Picc.)
2 Obs.
Clars.

2 Bsns.
Fr. Hns.
2,4

2 Tpts.
Tuba
Perc.
Timp.
Solo Vlns.

4

II

Vins.

30

(no cresc.)
(no cresc.)
(no cresc.)

29

28

27

26

s ey
25

7

D
102

a

DB. |BF



	FourViolinConcertoNOTES-FULLSCORE
	4 Violin Concerto I-Orchestra.mus
	4 Violin Concerto II-Orchestra
	4 Violin Concerto III-Orchestra.pdf



